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BUSHFIRE SEASON — ALBANY 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.39 am]: I would like to inform the house of 
an initiative being implemented in the Albany region as part of the state government’s operations to be bushfire 
ready for the coming summer season. 

A spotter aircraft and an air attack support aircraft will be based in Albany from the commencement of the fire 
season to improve bushfire surveillance in the Denmark, Walpole, Mt Barker and Albany areas. The spotter 
aircraft will fly between Albany and Walpole each morning and afternoon to monitor for smoke, while 
continuing to fly a circuit between Walpole, Shannon, Rocky Gully and Denmark during the day. This will 
improve surveillance in the Albany–Denmark area, while maintaining surveillance on the Walpole wilderness 
area. The second aircraft will be used principally to direct and support aerial water-bombing operations but can 
also be used for surveillance. These aircraft operations are part of the Department of Parks and Wildlife’s 
bushfire suppression strategy and complement the state government’s “Are You Bushfire Ready?” campaign. As 
members are aware, we launched the campaign last month to encourage all Western Australians to prepare their 
homes and property in case of bushfires. The “Are You Bushfire Ready?” campaign promotes the message that 
preparing for bushfires is a shared responsibility between government agencies, community groups and 
individuals. 
The Department of Parks and Wildlife is well prepared for the coming bushfire season, with staff having 
completed mandatory pre-season training and the upgrade of fire trucks with radiant heat shields and emergency 
water spray systems. The department has commenced 57 prescribed burns over more than 63 000 hectares since 
1 July, including a 13 000-hectare burn in the Perth hills, one of the largest burns undertaken in recent years. 
All Western Australians can be assured that reducing the risk of bushfires is a key priority for the  
Liberal–National government. 
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